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Church of Scotland


Presbytery of Buchan





Congregational Finances





Over the last few years there have been various changes in the way Congregational Accounts are kept, and proposals under consideration by the Office of the Scottish Charities Register will doubtless mean many more changes.   In view of this, Treasurers are reminded that instructions received from the Treasurer’s Department at ‘121’ need to be studied carefully and implemented.


Despite these changes, Presbytery must still attest congregational accounts and ensure that they comply with current regulations.


In order to do this, Treasurers are reminded:


As soon as possible after 31 December each year, the annual accounts should be made up


Once the accounts are made up, they must be ‘audited’, whether by qualified auditors or otherwise – further advice on this matter is expected from the Treasurer’s Department in due course as the regulations are likely to change


No later than 31 March each year, the full audited accounts, having been approved by the Financial Court, should be presented for approval by the congregation


Immediately thereafter, two copies of the accounts showing the dates of approval by the Financial Court and the Congregation and suitably signed by the chairman of these meetings, must be sent to the Presbytery Clerk.  Treasurers should also send one copy to the Department of Stewardship and Finance in Edinburgh.





PULPIT SUPPLY 


The 1995 General Assembly approved new regulations governing the amount of Supply Fee and Expenses.  The standard Pulpit Supply Fee is £50 for a single service.   Where there is more than one diet of worship on the Sunday, the person fulfilling the Supply shall be paid £10 for each additional service.   Travelling expenses in connection with Pulpit Supply shall be at the rate of 25p per mile.   





TREASURERS ARE REMINDED THAT PAYMENT SHOULD BE MADE BEFORE THE PREACHER LEAVES THE CHURCH.


It should be noted that ministers in charges are entitled to six Sunday's Pulpit Supply in respect of holidays and, in addition, one Sunday's Pulpit Supply when commissioned to the General Assembly.











